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BEIRUT — In what the
opposition called the worst
atrocity of Syria’s civil war,
anti-government activists
Wednesday accused the
government of killing hun-
dreds of civilians, including
many women and children,
inapoisongasattack target-
ing pro-rebel Damascus
suburbs.

The Syrian government

called reports of a massacre
untrue, but the scale of the
alleged carnage and the
graphic videos of the dead
and injured that surfaced
leftmanyofficialsacross the
globe demanding action.

If verified, suchamassive
poison gas attack could
change the international re-
sponse to the war that has
raged since March 2011.

Last year, President Barack
Obama called the potential
use of chemical weapons in
Syria a “red line” that could
promptU.S. intervention.

The U.S. has provided
humanitarianandnonlethal
aid to the rebels, but it has
been reluctant to get more
involved. Despite a declara-
tion in June that the U.S.
would start providing mil-
itary assistance, rebels say
theyhaveyet togetanysuch
aid — nor have they been

toldwhat to expect orwhen
theywill get it.

Theoppositionsaidrock-
ets tippedwithsomekindof
apparentnerveagentrained
down overnight on areas to
the east and south of the
Syrian capital, all strong-
holds of rebels fighting to
overthrow the government
of President BasharAssad.

Video uploaded to You-
Tube showed rows of bod-

Syria rebels allege
chemical massacre

Opposition groups say women and children were among hundreds killed by poison gas Wednesday near Damascus, Syria.
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Graphic images spark outrage; government denies charge
By Patrick J. McDonnell and Shashank Bengali
Tribune Newspapers
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In the aftermath of
George Zimmerman’s ac-
quittal in the shooting
death of Trayvon Martin,
Gov. Pat Quinn appeared
on national television and
declared that Illinois
doesn’t have a “stand your
ground” law like Florida
and “wedon’twant it.”

The Democratic gover-
nor was right in one sense
andwrong inanother.The
words “stand your
ground” don’t appear in
Illinois law.They do, how-
ever, appear in case law in
effect for more than a
century. If someone
comes up to you on the
street unprovoked and
you’re in real danger of
losing your life, Illinois

courts have ruled that it’s
OK to defend yourself and
even take the life of your
attacker.

Now “stand your
ground” is colliding with
“concealed carry” in Illi-
nois. Next year, people
who get a permit will be
able to legally carry a
concealed firearm in pub-
lic. The combination of
self-defense rulings and
the new gun law has state
lawmakers pondering the
potential ramifications,
even if they’re not yet sure
what action they might
take.

“Will that come up in
the legislativesession?Ab-
solutely,” said state Rep.
Brandon Phelps, a Harris-
burgDemocratwhonego-
tiated the state’snewcom-
promise law on concealed
carry on behalf of gun-
rights advocates. “With
Trayvon Martin, there’s
no doubt about it.”

State Sen. Kwame

ARMED IN PUBLIC

New gun law
stirs debate on
self-defense
Concealed carry,
‘stand your ground’
may need Capitol
help to coexist

By Rick Pearson
Tribune reporter
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After gardening in her Lake Villa
front yard last month, Lori Brunk
noticed a tiny spot not much bigger
than a sesame seed on her left foot. It
was a tick burrowing into her skin.

Sheremovedtheeight-leggedcritter
but soon developed a fever, joint pain
and a rash around the bite. Her doctor
putheronantibiotics forLymedisease,
and she said she’s feeling better now.

“Unfortunately, it kind of puts a stop
on your life and any plans you had,”
said Brunk, who said she contracted
the disease once before and it caused
constant pain and memory loss. “This
little bugcanchangeyour life for a long
time.”

In eachof thepast twoyears, Illinois
saw record-setting spikes in the num-
ber of reported Lyme disease cases,
topping 200 new diagnoses last year
alone. So far this year, reported cases
are coming in under those record
years, but certain areas — including
LakeCounty,where20caseshavebeen

Lori Brunk, of Lake Villa, uses repellent with DEET before gardening Wednesday.
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Lyme disease on upswing
Tick-borne infection sets
Ill. records in recent years

By RobertMcCoppin
Tribune reporter

The start of classes in
Chicago is just days away,
but the three daughters of
Jesse Owens, the African-
American hero of the 1936
Olympics inBerlin, arenot
giving up their fight to
keep their father’s name
onaFarSouthSideschool.

Jesse Owens Commu-
nity Academy in the West
Pullman neighborhood
was one of 49 elementary
schools the Chicago
school board voted in the
spring to close, with stu-
dents moving to Samuel
GompersFineArtsOption
School.

But the district is keep-
ing the Owens building
open, under the Gompers
name, for students in kin-
dergarten through third
grade.

Students in fourth
througheighthgradeswill
be taught in the existing
Gompers Elementary far-
ther north.

Jesse Owens’ name has

been removed from the
building, and a marquee
near the building reads
Gompers South. Owens’
daughters, who live in
Chicago, have been pro-
testing the district’s move
since the preliminary list
of school closings came
out in the spring.

“It is just beyond me as
to why they would do
something like that,” said
Owens’ youngest daugh-
ter, Marlene Rankin. “It is
disrespectful.”

Jesse Owens spent

CPS dashes name
of Olympic hero
Daughters fight
Owens building’s
new identity
By Naomi Nix
Tribune reporter
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Jesse Owens won four
gold medals in the 1936
Olympics in Berlin.
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BradleyManningwas dis-
honorably discharged and
demoted.He could apply
for parole in seven years.
Nation & World, Page 13

Manning gets
35-year sentence
in WikiLeaks case

ChicagoWeatherCenter: Complete
forecast on back page of A+E sectionTom Skilling’s forecast High83 Low61

Metra’s exit package for its ex-CEOwas “not financially
prudent,” theRTAconcludedWednesday. The ex-
CEO’s lawyer said the deal is unlikely to be rescinded
unless he gets the job back.Chicagoland, Page 4

Metra’s severance deal was
hasty, ‘ill-advised,’ RTA says

SWEET
SPOTS
FORCE
FOOD
FIGHT
Truck owners say city
restrictions are forcing
them to ignore rules
of the road Dining
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PHIL
VETTEL
VISITS
FAT

RICE
Logan Square’s

Asian hot spot has
rebellious roots

Dining

Decision seen as a blow to
uprising as remnants of
HosniMubarak’s police
state edge toward power.
Nation & World, Page 13

Egypt braces for
Mubarak release

Cool in July.Hot as Labor
Day nears.Weather experts
weigh in on this year’s
unusual temperatures.
Chicagoland, Page 6
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IS SUMMER
FINALLY HERE?

The remainingMetra boardmemberswho approved a
hush-money payout need to resign right now.Page 20

TRIBUNE EDITORIAL

Clarity on Metra scandal
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Wal-Mart representatives told
Northbrook officials and about
200 people at a meeting that
extended until early Wednesday
that their proposed supercenter at
1000 Skokie Blvd. would not
decrease property values near
the site and could be a good
neighbor.

The 151,000-square-foot store,
open from 6 a.m. until midnight
seven days a week, would create

about 300 part-time and full-time
jobs and contribute more than $1
million per year in property and
sales taxes, according to company
estimates. Firearms wouldn’t be
sold at the store, officials said.

The traffic, which has been a
chief issue among neighbors,
would gain about 7,810 new vehi-
cle trips a daybecause of the store.
But traffic delays in the area,
which includes the intersection of
Skokie Boulevard and Dundee
Road, are expected to either stay
the same or worsen — but remain
within the acceptable level, ac-

cording to a village traffic study.
David Schoon, Northbrook’s

economic development coordina-
tor, said the village’s research
showed that there is “no reliable
evidence to establish a correlation
or causation between the pres-
ence of a Wal-Mart store and
increased crime rate in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.”

Similar to any other big devel-
opment, the village would expect
about 200 police calls annually
from the area of the Wal-Mart,
with about half relating to retail
theft and traffic accidents.

The impact on local businesses
should be “relatively small,” said
Allen Kracower, project planner
forWal-Mart.

Kracower explained that
Northbrook’s local businesses are
already competing with other big
retail chains. Also, some commu-
nity members drive to other Wal-
Marts in the area, so adding a
Northbrook store provides con-
venience and local tax dollars,
Kracower said.

Because of the length of vil-
lage’s and company presentations,
thepublicdidnothaveachance to

comment at the meeting. But
residents will be able to speak
about the proposal at the Sept. 9
and Sept. 23 meetings, which are
scheduled to start at 7 p.m. at
Glenbrook North High School’s
Center for the Performing Arts,
2300 ShermerRoad.

“This is by far the longest
meeting I think thatwe ever had,”
said Marcia Franklin, chairwom-
an of the Plan Commission. It
broke up after 1 a.m.

achachkevitch@tribune.com
Twitter@chachkevitch

Wal-Mart sells itself to Northbrook planners
By Alexandra
Chachkevitch
Tribune reporter

confirmed — already have topped
2012’s highs.

Lyme disease — known by its
bull’s-eye-shapedrashandflu-like
symptoms — usually can be treat-
ed successfully with antibiotics,
medical experts say. But without
proper medical attention, the dis-
ease can cause lasting, severe
problems like arthritis, numbness
and even paralysis.

And reported cases might
amount to only a small fraction of
actual infection, experts say. This
week, theU.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported
that although about 30,000 cases
of Lyme disease are reported
annually, the actual number could
be 10 times
higher. The
CDC said some
patients don’t
seek treatment,
some doctors
don’t report
cases and some
cases are misdi-
agnosed.

In the dec-
ades since the
malady was
identified near
Lyme, Conn., in
1975, the footprint of the disease
has expanded from heavily
wooded rural areas in the North-
east and Upper Midwest to some
suburbanChicago backyards.

Early on, infected black-legged
ticks were not found in Illinois,
and people who came down with
the disease here were believed to
have contracted it elsewhere.

But over the past 20 years or so,
studies show, ticks that carry the
disease have become increasingly
common in Illinois. In Lake
County, the first black-legged tick
that carried the bacteria was
found in 2006. Now 40 percent of
ticks tested there carry the patho-
gen, according to the county
health department.

The bacteria can be carried by
deer, birds and small mammals
like mice and chipmunks down
the Des Plaines River corridor
from Wisconsin, said Mark Pfis-
ter, director of population health

services for LakeCounty.
A couple of times while out in

tick habitats, he said, he has found
himself covered with hundreds of
the bugs, so many that he used
duct tape to get them off without
getting a bite.

“We don’t want to scare people
from going out, but just be aware,
whether it’s mosquitoes or ticks,
take proper precautions,” Pfister
said.

Those precautions include
wearing long pants, long sleeves
and hats when going into wooded
areas or tall grass, using insect
repellent, and checking for ticks
and taking a shower within two
hours of being outside. Home-
owners can protect their yards by
putting a 3-foot-wide buffer of

gravel or wood chips
where lawns abut
wooded areas and
brush.

On the medical
front, researchers re-
portedly are trying to
come up with a vac-
cine against the dis-
ease. One formulation
would alert people by
making them itch as
soon as a deer tick
bites, and another
would kill the bacter-

ia, but neither is publicly available
yet.

Despite the research and edu-
cational steps taken by public
health agencies, Lyme disease
activists say much more needs to
be done. Some patients say they
have a chronic form of the disease
that often goes undetected,misdi-
agnosed and untreated and can
cause a host of crippling symp-
toms.

“It’s a huge problem,”Kimberly
Heeres-Frank, founder of the
Lyme Support Network, which
meetsmonthly in Ingleside. “It’s a
very debilitating disease.”

The CDC says some cases go
undiagnosed or misdiagnosed as
arthritis or multiple sclerosis, and
somepeopledonot respond to the
typical treatment, which involves
several weeks of antibiotics. Not
all cases show the classic target-
shaped rash, the antibodies don’t
show up in tests for several weeks

after infection, and some symp-
tomsmaynot appearuntilmonths
or years after a tick bite.

In addition to more frequent
diagnoses, some local practition-
ersare running intomorehard-to-
treat cases.

In Crystal Lake, Dr. Benjamin
Nager, a neurologist with Cen-
tegra Physician Care, said he has

seen more local cases in the past
five to 10 years, some with severe
symptoms. Patients come in with
headaches, numbness or weak-
ness. One patient was deaf in one
ear, and others have Bell’s palsy, a
paralysis of the face.

Most recent cases have re-
sponded well to antibiotics, he
said, but those who’ve had multi-

ple symptoms formonths or years
aremuchmore difficult to treat.

Patients are often amazed,Nag-
er said, that suchseriousproblems
could come from a bug bite. “It
catches people by surprise. Many
times they don’t even know
they’ve been bitten.”

rmccoppin@tribune.com

Lake Villa resident Lori Brunk began taking antibiotics after she developed a fever, joint pain and a rash from a tick bite. “This little bug can change your life for a long time,” she said.
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Many cases
undiagnosed,
unreported
Continued from Page 1

Female

PREVALENT TICKS

American dog tick

(or wood tick)

Black-legged tick

(or deer tick)

Description: Hard-bodied with

shield just behind the mouth parts.

Shaped like a flat seed.
Reddish-brown. Females have a

large spot behind the head. Males
have lines on the back.

Description: Hard-bodied.

Females have dark brown shield.
Dark reddish-brown to black.

Males are smaller.

Months active in Illinois:

Most active in April, May and June.

Months active in Illinois:

Adults may be active in the
spring and fall.

Human disease transmission:

Rocky Mountain spotted fever,

tularemia and possibly ehrlichiosis,
all bacterial infections.

Human disease transmission:

Lyme disease and possibly

ehrlichiosis.

Actual size

Female

Actual

size

Although at least 15 species occur in Illinois, these two aremost likely to be encountered by people.
Ticks are divided into two groups, hard- and soft-bodied. Both are capable of transmitting diseases.

2000 ’02 ’04 ’06 ’08 ’10 ’12

IllinoisLymedisease cases on theuptick
Lymedisease is caused by bacteria that are typically transmitted by infected ticks.Most reported
cases in theU.S. occur in theUpperMidwest and theNortheast. There has been a spike in reported
cases in Illinois since 2011.

REPORTED CASES IN ILLINOIS ABOUT THE DISEASE

GETTY AND FILE PHOTOS

TRIBUNE
SOURCES: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Illinois Department of Public Health, Forest Preserve District of
DuPage County, Food and Drug Administration, McHenry County Department of Public Health, Yale School of Public Health

At risk

Treatment

with

antibiotics

Those treated

in early stages

usually recover

quickly and

completely.

A small

percentage of

patients are

hospitalized

and develop

worse

symptoms.

Those at highest risk of contracting the disease are

campers and hikers, outdoor workers and people living

near wooded areas where the disease is prevalent.

Symptoms

Within days or weeks of exposure:

■ Circular rash at site of tick bite

■ Fatigue

■ Chills/fever

■ Headache

■ Muscle/joint aches, shooting pain

■ Swollen lymph nodes

■ Loss of muscle tone in face

■ Heart palpitations/dizziness

After several months:

■ Bouts of arthritis

■ Numbness/tingling in hands or feet

■ Concentration/memory problems

■ Walk in the center of trails.
Avoid areaswith tall grass and
leaf litter.
■ Wear light-colored clothing
and tuck pant cuffs into socks.
■ Apply insect repellent
containingDEET.
■ After time outdoors, put
your clothes in a hot dryer.
■ Conduct a full-body check
including inside belly button,
underarms and hair. Also
check pets and any gear
brought along. Repeat next
morning.
■ Keep grass cut short near
your house and play areas.

Avoiding ticks

If a tick is found

■ Removewith fine-tipped
tweezers, pulling slowly
straight up.Wash bite area
and handswith soap.
■ See your doctor if you
develop an unexplained rash
or illnesswith fever.
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2013 to date: 125

High risk

At risk

Low risk

AREAS OF

HUMAN RISK

“Just be aware,
whether it’s mos-
quitoes or ticks,
take proper
precautions.”
—Mark Pfister, director of
population health services
for Lake County
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